The vital signs, part 1: blood pressure.
The classic vital signs of blood pressure, pulse, respiration and temperature have been the backbone of EMS since its inception. Vital signs give EMS providers insight to what's going on inside our patients, and let us evaluate their responses to our interventions. This multipart series will take a fresh look at these vital signs and what they actually tell us in terms of changing our prehospital treatment, predicting the severity of presenting problems and even predicting survival. This article will examine blood pressure.